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everal (dura x oleifera) x dura

backcrosses planted in August 1982

at Pusat Perkhidmatan Pertanian
Tun Razak (PPPTR) in Pahang were found to
show a high incidence of trunk rot in January
1991. This short commaunication is to document
the occurrence of trunk rof in oleifera
backcrosses, a phenomenon which has not been
reported before. The backcrosses originated
from crossing the hybrids of Deli dura* of
SOCFIN origin and the Kuala Lumpur
Melanococea (KLM), an oleifera* paim believed
to be of Brazilian origin (Ooi et al., 1981), with
Deli duras of Serdang and Ulu Remis origins,
ie. (D x0) xD.

Many palms in the affected field showed
yellowing and desiceation of the fronds,
and some had toppled over and died. Closer
examination of the palms showed severe trunk
rot. All the affected palms were from oleifera
backerosses. The frond bases of these palms
were already rotten and detached, exposing
the stem, in contrast to normal oil palms
where the frond bases were still firm and
intact.

The trunks of affected palms showed old
rotting which caused girdling and hollowing
(Figure 1). External examination of palims
with only foliar symptoms showed no active or
freshly rotting tissue. Affected tissues had
dried up and the internal tissue was healthy.
The lower fronds of palms with severe trunk
rot also showed yellowing of pinnae and
progressive desiccation from the distal end (Figure
2). Some frond petioles showed longitudinal cracks
and the internal tissue was corky and dry.

“dura form of Elaeis guineensis
Elagis oleilera
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